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“Work” is an Important Concept 

• Functional Requirements 
for Bibliographic Records 

•   Published by IFLA in 1998 
•  “…to provide a clearly 

defined, structured 
framework for relating the 
data that are recorded in 
bibliographic records to the 
users of those records.” 
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An Example 

• Hamlet, natch. 
•  http://www.worldcat.org/title/hamlet-prince-of-

denmark/oclc/11067270 
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Title:  西遊記 
Language:  Chinese 
Author:  吳承恩 
Created:  1592 
HasTranslation: 

Every entity consists of 
a number of properties 
that can contain literal 
values or links to other 
entities. In this example 
the HasTranslation 
property contains a link 
to a another entity. 
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Depiction of a book 
entity with original 
language of Chinese 
and another book entity 
that’s a translation into 
English. 

Title:  Journey to the West 
Language:  English 
Translator:  Anthony C. Yu 
Date:  1977 
IsTranslationOf: 

Title:  西遊記 
Language:  Chinese 
Author:  吳承恩 
Created:  1592 
HasTranslation: 

The relationship between the two entities 
is captured in two reciprocal links, one 
from the original Chinese book through its 
property HasTranslation pointing to the 
English translation entity, and one from 
the English translation book through its 
property IsTranslationOf that links to the 
original Chinese book. 
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Title:  Journey to the West 
Language:  English 
Translator:  Anthony C. Yu 
Date:  1977 
IsTranslationOf: 

Title:  Journey to the West 
Language:  English 
Translator:  W. J. F. Jenner 
Date:  1982-1984 
IsTranslationOf: 

Title:  西遊記 
Language:  Chinese 
Author:  吳承恩 
Created:  1592 
HasTranslation: 

Title:  Tây du ký bình khảo 
Language:  Vietnamese 
Translator:  Phan Quân 
Date:  1980 
IsTranslationOf: 

Title:  西遊記 
Language:  Japanese 
Translator:  中野美代子 
Date:  1986 
IsTranslationOf: 

Title:  Pilgerfahrt 
Language:  German 
Translator:  Georgette Boner 
Date:  1983 
IsTranslationOf: 

Of course, a book can 
have any number of 
translations, so each of 
these relationships are 
captured in the same 
way. 
 
There can be multiple 
translations into many 
different languages and 
multiple translations into 
the same language. 


